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New opinion poll shows alarming drop in levels of religious knowledge

A new opinion poll conducted by Lansdowne Market Research on behalf of The Iona Institute and the Evangelical Alliance of Ireland shows that levels of basic religious knowledge among the population are dropping fast.

The poll, the first ever conducted on this subject, shows that religious knowledge, specifically knowledge of the Christian religion, is highest among the over 65s and lowest in the group aged 15-24. Unless this youngest age group acquires additional knowledge of religion as it grows older, it means that such knowledge among the population as a whole can be expected to drop sharply in the coming years.

Some of the key findings of the poll are: 

· Only 5pc of 15-24 year olds can name the First Commandment versus only 25pc of the total population.

· Only half of 15-24 years olds can name the four Gospels versus 66pc of the total population.

· Only 38pc of 15-24 year olds can correctly answer that the Catholic Church has seven sacraments. One in two of the total population can give the correct answer.

· Only 10pc of 15-24 year olds can say what the Immaculate Conception is, and only 19pc of the total population can give the correct answer.

· A third of 15-24 years olds cannot say where Jesus was born and a third cannot say what the Church celebrates at Easter.

· Only half of 15-24 year old and half of the general population can correctly identify Genesis as the first book of the Bible.

Responding to the opinion poll, Mr David Quinn, director of The Iona Institute said: “Obviously the findings of the poll will be of concern to all the Churches, to parents who want to raise their children in the Christian faith, and many teachers as well. The poll deliberately asked very basic questions, the ABCs of Christianity, and a few of the ABCs of Catholicism, and found that levels of knowledge are alarmingly low. This seems to be especially true of those who are either still in school or have only recently left school, which is probably the opposite of what you would expect.”

He continued: “Of course, you might find that knowledge of history and politics is also in decline, and therefore the decline in religious knowledge might not be an isolated event. However, even those who are not Christians should raise an eyebrow at these results. Some knowledge of Christianity should be part of general knowledge because Ireland has such a deep Christian heritage. Christianity is part of our history. From a Church point of view, there is obviously a correlation between knowledge of the faith, and practice of the faith. When one declines, so does the other. We, starting with the Churches, need to examine the reasons why knowledge of the faith is in such sharp decline.”

Mr Seán Mullan of the Evangelical Alliance commented: “This poll shows that the notion of Ireland being a Christian culture is becoming a thing of the past. The notion that Christianity can be transmitted through the culture from one generation to the next is clearly no longer valid. These findings present a challenge to all those who believe that the message of Jesus Christ needs to be heard in Irish society. Communicating that message is not primarily the job of schools or state institutions. It is the job of those who still believe the message.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

1. The findings of the poll can be downloaded from www.ionainstitute.ie or 

2. The poll is based on a national representative sample of 950 people and was conducted by Lansdowne Market Research in December and January. The margin of error is plus or minus.

3. The Iona Institute is a new pro-marriage organisation that also highlights the benefits of religious practice.

4. The Evangelical Alliance of Ireland is a movement of evangelical Christians that seeks to relate the Christian gospel to modern life.
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